
In July, the West Deptford Board of Education authorized an 
election to consider a Bond Referendum necessary to imple-
ment much needed facility improvements. It has been 16 years 
since the Board has asked the West Deptford community for 
support of a school referendum in 1998. The Board of Educa-
tion has studied alternative facilities solutions for two years in 
light of the aging schools in the District. We have listened to the 
wisdom and counsel of the community in formulating this fis-
cally responsible approach to revitalize and replace systems and 
materials long past their useful life. 

Specific needs include secure entry vestibules with additional 
security cameras, fire alarm replacements, new high-efficiency 
hot water heaters, new energy efficient windows, new exterior 
and interior doors and hardware including intruder locks, select 
roof repairs and replacements, ceiling  replacements, and tech-
nology upgrades to support energy efficiency.  
 
The educational projects included in this Referendum are: a 
new Chemistry Lab and Science Lab 
upgrades, and a renovated Media Cen-
ter focused on technology at the High 
School, as well as a five-classroom Pre-
K and Kindergarten addition at Oak-
view School. Select rooftop HVAC 
replacement at the Middle School, 
bathroom upgrades at Oakview, exte-
rior wall repairs at Red Bank and 
atrium remediation at Green-Fields 
complete the school specific work. 

Building Excellence in the West Deptford Schools 
District athletic improvements include home bleacher replace-
ment, track recoating, resodding, regrading and new irrigation 
systems for all athletic fields on the High School campus, two 
multi-sport synthetic turf fields (one in the stadium, one be-
hind the home bleachers), stadium bathroom upgrades and a 
new press box.  

Because of early planning, the District is in a position to take 
advantage of recently announced State Aid programs. Under 
the Debt Service Aid and ROD Grant programs, the District 
will get 28.5% aid reimbursement on the proposed projects. 

The Board of Education is well aware of the difficult economy 
with which everyone is learning to live. And we are aware that 
it will have an impact on education. The positives in this diffi-
cult economic climate, in addition to the 28.5% aid, are that 
construction costs and interest rates are near historic lows.  
However, acceptance of state aid is contingent upon passing a 
successful referendum. 

We urge each and every citizen of West Deptford to familiar-
ize themselves with the Referendum and come out and vote on 
September 30th. This is your chance to decide where your tax 
dollars are going.  Support your local schools, community, and 
the future of our most valuable asset, our children. 

Thank you. 
                                                                     Board of Education 
                                   West Deptford Township Public Schools 
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Referendum 2014 

Both ROD Grants (Regular Operating Districts) and 
Debt Service Aid has recently been offered from the 
New Jersey Department of Education and we are taking 
full advantage of both programs.  The District will re-
ceive 28% of the total cost of the projects in either “up 
front” or annual installments from NJDOE.   
 
The Referendum will be for $15,082,374 in two ques-
tions. The estimated total cost of all projects is 
$18,058,065. The ROD Grants total $2,975,691 and that 
amount is applied as an upfront grant and decreases the 
amount needed to be approved in the Referendum. The 
Referendum questions will be for $15,082,374.    

Under the Debt Service Aid program, the District raises 
the balance of the Referendum through the sale of bonds 
and receives the aid in annual installments that reduce the 
“local Share” of debt service each year.   
 

$2.97M ROD Grant 
$2.18M Debt Service Aid 

 
By law, the Referendum amount includes all building and 
site construction costs, professional fees and contingen-
cies, and cannot be exceeded by the Board in the execu-
tion of the projects. 

28% Aid from the State on the $18.0M Proposal 

Detailed Information 
...is available on the District website at 
www.wdeptford.k12.nj.us 
There you will find: 
• Plain Talk Q&A 
• News Releases 
• Fast Facts Flyer 
• Community Newsletter 
• Tax Impact Calculator 
• Links to Virtual Tours 
• Voting Registration 
• Vote by Mail Applications 
 

Contact Us 
Email: Referendum@wdeptford.k12.nj.us 
Telephone: 856-848-4300 X-3211 
Kevin Kitchenman, Superintendent 

What’s next? 
If the Referendum is approved, construction 
will begin in Spring 2015, be completed  
in multiple phases and will conclude by  
September 2016 in time for the opening  
of school. 
 
It is the District’s intention to have as much 
work as possible completed during the two 
summers and school breaks. Safety will be  
the primary issue while work is being done.  
Students will be separated from construction  
at all times. 
    
   If the Referendum does not pass, 
 
• The Board could schedule a date for a second 

identical Referendum within 18 months of  
the original letters of Preliminary Project  
Eligibility. 
 

• The Board could submit an alternate plan  
to NJDOE that changes project scope and 
costs, and upon approval, conduct a Referen-
dum for the alternate plan. 
 

• The Board could make minor repairs  
on an annual basis but never meet the  
overwhelming infrastructure needs of  
the District. 

Where to vote 
Oakview School 

Green-Fields School  
Red Bank School  

Middle School  
       

Tuesday 
September 30 
2 PM - 9 PM 

 

YOUR  
VOTE 

COUNTS 
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Fort Nassau’s std mailing info here 

COMMUNITY 
REFERENDUM 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

At all 
September 

Back to School 

Nights 
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The District’s Financial Advisors have made an estimate 
of tax impact, based on NJDOE approval of this Referen-
dum. 
 
The current estimate for the average, annual local tax in-
crease over the 20 year loan is about $76.76 for Question 
1 and $8.41for Question 2, per household based upon an 
average assessed value of $203,319 as established in the 
2014 tax year.  
 

   Q1 = $76.76  
  Q2 =  $ 8.41 

There is a Tax Impact Calculator on 
the District website with which you can 
input your specific property’s Assessed 
Value and obtain the specific estimated 
annual tax impact on your property. 

Since 1998 the New Jersey Property 
Tax Reimbursement Program has 
reimbursed eligible senior citizens for 
property tax increases.  
You must meet eligibility require-
ments regarding age, residency  
and income.  

Upon application to the State, you may receive a rebate 
for any increase in your real estate taxes. Eligible appli-
cants must file the Property Tax Reimbursement Applica-
tion on or before a specified due date.  
     
For more information call: 

NJ Division of Taxation at 1-800-882-6597  
or consult the agency’s website at 

www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/relief.shtm 

Tax Impact Calculator  

Senior Freeze on Taxes 
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A special Referendum Question to authorize the District 
to raise funds through the sale of bonds to finance the 
Building Excellence facilities reinvestment initiative is 
planned for September 30, 2014. The scope of the work 
includes improvements to aging infrastructure at all 
schools for: 
 
� Enhanced Safety and Security  
� Energy and Environment  
� Technology Upgrades  
� Critical System Upgrades and  
� Educational Programs  
 
District-wide needs include the construction of secure 
entry vestibules, fire alarm replacements, new high-
efficiency hot water heaters, new energy efficient win-
dows, new exterior and interior doors and hardware  
including intruder locks, select  
roof repairs and replacements 
and ceiling replacements in  
select hallways.  
 
Educational space projects in-
clude an Automotive Shop con-
version to a new Chemistry Lab and 
renovations of existing Science Labs at the High School; 
and a five-classroom Early Childhood addition at the 
Oakview School for Pre-K/Kindergarten.  
 
School specific work includes select rooftop HVAC re-
placement at the Middle School, bathroom upgrades at 
Oakview, exterior wall repairs at Red Bank and atrium 
remediation at Green Fields.  
 
District Athletic improvements include home bleachers 
replacement, track recoating, re-sodding and irrigation 
system additions to all High School fields, improvement 
to the stadium field, stadium bathroom up-grades and a 
new press box. Synthetic turf at the Stadium and at a 
multi-use field are offered in Question 2. 
 
This “Building Excellence” program will protect our 
current investment in our Schools.  We are reminded of 
that often repeated opinion of Ben Franklin, that  
“An investment in education pays the best interest.”   
 
The overarching goal was to make the program educa-
tionally sound and the most fiscally affordable, truly 
aligned with the core values of the West Deptford  
community. 

Aging Infrastructure  
requires extensive  
improvements 

The Bond Referendum is an opportunity for voters to 
decide whether the School District will be authorized to 
raise funds through the sale of bonds to augment New 
Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) ROD Grants 
and Debt Service Aid and make extensive age-related 
improvements to buildings and sites at all the District 
Schools, as well as much needed educational enhance-
ments. 
 
The need to address current inadequacies in available 
educational space has been under study for several years. 
Construction costs and interest rates are near historic 
lows and will result in savings to the taxpayers. With an 
improving economy, interest rates will be inching up-
ward and we want to take advantage of current low rates 
as soon as is possible. Most importantly, Debt Service 
Aid and ROD Grants are available now to reduce the 
local long-term costs to just under 72%. 
 
This Referendum plan has been under study since 2012 
by the Board of Education and their architectural, engi-
neering and financial advisors. Needed projects were 
proposed and analyzed.  The Board then brought the 
proposals for presentation at numerous Board meetings. 
The Board reviewed projects by school and type and 
established a recommended list of priority projects. The 
scope of the work and the final budget was complete 
when the Grants and Aid level were announced. 
 
The Board studied and evaluated multiple “projects” and 
groups of projects on a school-by-school basis and on a 
project type basis to develop a complex matrix of op-
tions.  Project “groups” included: Life Safety, Security 
and Building Integrity; Educational Programs; Technol-
ogy; Energy and Environment; and Critical Systems. 
 
The Board submitted and  
received state support in the 
form of ROD Grants and Debt 
Service Aid to reduce the local 
share of the costs. 
 
Now it is the voters responsibil-
ity to let us know the commu-
nity’s decision. 
 
Voters’ decisions on this Special Election Day will 
shape our children’s education in this decade and  
beyond. Encouraging, informing, and facilitating wide-
spread participation in the electoral process has long 
been one of education’s most basic responsibilities. 

Background Information Cost Control 
To better understand the scope of the District-wide Ref-
erendum, costs have been itemized for each school as 
follows: 

High School $2,079,750 
Middle School $2,555,515 
Green-Fields $1,230,163 
Oakview $1,613,238 
Red Bank $941,200 
District - General $337,500 
District - Early Ed $2,515,625 
District - Athletics $2,650,000 

The total cost of all Building Excellence projects is about 
$18 million.  Under the ROD Grant and Debt Service Aid 
programs the District will receive $2.97M and $2.18M 
respectively, a total of $5.15 M, or 28.5% aid reimburse-
ment on the projects.   
 
The Board of Education authorized a two-question Refer-
endum for September 30th using both ROD Grants and 
Debt Service Aid, at 28.5%. Question 1 is for $13.8 mil-

lion and Question 2 is for $1.2 mil-
lion. 
 
Question 1 includes all the work at 
all the schools with an exception for 
the few projects in Question 2.   
 

The Question 2 projects are not included in Question 1. 
The separate Question 2 projects are for synthetic turf at 
the stadium and for synthetic turf at a multi-use field. 
 
Question 1 must be approved for Question 2 to be  
approved.  Question 2 cannot be approved if Question 1 
fails. 
 
The budget is established by law by the question put be-
fore the voters in the Referendum.  The published Refer-
endum budgets of $13.8 million and $1.2 million cannot 
be exceeded.  
 
If construction bids are not under budget, the project will 
be redesigned by the architect and rebid at another date in 
the near future. The architects will include multiple bid-
ding alternates for each of the major contraction divisions 
in the original bid requests that allow for adding to or 
subtracting from the scope of the work.  Acceptance of 
any alternate or combination of alternates may be used to 
bring the project under budget.   
 
A contingency figure has been built into the budgeted 
cost to deal with any unforeseen construction problems. 

The safety and welfare of our students is paramount.  Be-
fore the onset of construction, we will hold meetings with 
our faculty, administrators, the Police Department, our 
architect and our project’s construction manager. To-
gether we will develop a safety action plan that will en-
sure the children’s safety as it relates to non-school per-
sonnel having access to the buildings. We will have the 
benefit of working with a construction manager who spe-
cializes in school construction and understands the impor-
tance of protecting our children. 

YOUR  
VOICE 
YOUR  
VOTE 

Safety and Security 
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The District’s Financial Advisors have made an estimate 
of tax impact, based on NJDOE approval of this Referen-
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The current estimate for the average, annual local tax in-
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A special Referendum Question to authorize the District 
to raise funds through the sale of bonds to finance the 
Building Excellence facilities reinvestment initiative is 
planned for September 30, 2014. The scope of the work 
includes improvements to aging infrastructure at all 
schools for: 
 
� Enhanced Safety and Security  
� Energy and Environment  
� Technology Upgrades  
� Critical System Upgrades and  
� Educational Programs  
 
District-wide needs include the construction of secure 
entry vestibules, fire alarm replacements, new high-
efficiency hot water heaters, new energy efficient win-
dows, new exterior and interior doors and hardware  
including intruder locks, select  
roof repairs and replacements 
and ceiling replacements in  
select hallways.  
 
Educational space projects in-
clude an Automotive Shop con-
version to a new Chemistry Lab and 
renovations of existing Science Labs at the High School; 
and a five-classroom Early Childhood addition at the 
Oakview School for Pre-K/Kindergarten.  
 
School specific work includes select rooftop HVAC re-
placement at the Middle School, bathroom upgrades at 
Oakview, exterior wall repairs at Red Bank and atrium 
remediation at Green Fields.  
 
District Athletic improvements include home bleachers 
replacement, track recoating, re-sodding and irrigation 
system additions to all High School fields, improvement 
to the stadium field, stadium bathroom up-grades and a 
new press box. Synthetic turf at the Stadium and at a 
multi-use field are offered in Question 2. 
 
This “Building Excellence” program will protect our 
current investment in our Schools.  We are reminded of 
that often repeated opinion of Ben Franklin, that  
“An investment in education pays the best interest.”   
 
The overarching goal was to make the program educa-
tionally sound and the most fiscally affordable, truly 
aligned with the core values of the West Deptford  
community. 

Aging Infrastructure  
requires extensive  
improvements 

The Bond Referendum is an opportunity for voters to 
decide whether the School District will be authorized to 
raise funds through the sale of bonds to augment New 
Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) ROD Grants 
and Debt Service Aid and make extensive age-related 
improvements to buildings and sites at all the District 
Schools, as well as much needed educational enhance-
ments. 
 
The need to address current inadequacies in available 
educational space has been under study for several years. 
Construction costs and interest rates are near historic 
lows and will result in savings to the taxpayers. With an 
improving economy, interest rates will be inching up-
ward and we want to take advantage of current low rates 
as soon as is possible. Most importantly, Debt Service 
Aid and ROD Grants are available now to reduce the 
local long-term costs to just under 72%. 
 
This Referendum plan has been under study since 2012 
by the Board of Education and their architectural, engi-
neering and financial advisors. Needed projects were 
proposed and analyzed.  The Board then brought the 
proposals for presentation at numerous Board meetings. 
The Board reviewed projects by school and type and 
established a recommended list of priority projects. The 
scope of the work and the final budget was complete 
when the Grants and Aid level were announced. 
 
The Board studied and evaluated multiple “projects” and 
groups of projects on a school-by-school basis and on a 
project type basis to develop a complex matrix of op-
tions.  Project “groups” included: Life Safety, Security 
and Building Integrity; Educational Programs; Technol-
ogy; Energy and Environment; and Critical Systems. 
 
The Board submitted and  
received state support in the 
form of ROD Grants and Debt 
Service Aid to reduce the local 
share of the costs. 
 
Now it is the voters responsibil-
ity to let us know the commu-
nity’s decision. 
 
Voters’ decisions on this Special Election Day will 
shape our children’s education in this decade and  
beyond. Encouraging, informing, and facilitating wide-
spread participation in the electoral process has long 
been one of education’s most basic responsibilities. 

Background Information Cost Control 
To better understand the scope of the District-wide Ref-
erendum, costs have been itemized for each school as 
follows: 

High School $2,079,750 
Middle School $2,555,515 
Green-Fields $1,230,163 
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The total cost of all Building Excellence projects is about 
$18 million.  Under the ROD Grant and Debt Service Aid 
programs the District will receive $2.97M and $2.18M 
respectively, a total of $5.15 M, or 28.5% aid reimburse-
ment on the projects.   
 
The Board of Education authorized a two-question Refer-
endum for September 30th using both ROD Grants and 
Debt Service Aid, at 28.5%. Question 1 is for $13.8 mil-

lion and Question 2 is for $1.2 mil-
lion. 
 
Question 1 includes all the work at 
all the schools with an exception for 
the few projects in Question 2.   
 

The Question 2 projects are not included in Question 1. 
The separate Question 2 projects are for synthetic turf at 
the stadium and for synthetic turf at a multi-use field. 
 
Question 1 must be approved for Question 2 to be  
approved.  Question 2 cannot be approved if Question 1 
fails. 
 
The budget is established by law by the question put be-
fore the voters in the Referendum.  The published Refer-
endum budgets of $13.8 million and $1.2 million cannot 
be exceeded.  
 
If construction bids are not under budget, the project will 
be redesigned by the architect and rebid at another date in 
the near future. The architects will include multiple bid-
ding alternates for each of the major contraction divisions 
in the original bid requests that allow for adding to or 
subtracting from the scope of the work.  Acceptance of 
any alternate or combination of alternates may be used to 
bring the project under budget.   
 
A contingency figure has been built into the budgeted 
cost to deal with any unforeseen construction problems. 

The safety and welfare of our students is paramount.  Be-
fore the onset of construction, we will hold meetings with 
our faculty, administrators, the Police Department, our 
architect and our project’s construction manager. To-
gether we will develop a safety action plan that will en-
sure the children’s safety as it relates to non-school per-
sonnel having access to the buildings. We will have the 
benefit of working with a construction manager who spe-
cializes in school construction and understands the impor-
tance of protecting our children. 

YOUR  
VOICE 
YOUR  
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Safety and Security 

$6,215,825
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ter focused on technology at the High 
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K and Kindergarten addition at Oak-
view School. Select rooftop HVAC 
replacement at the Middle School, 
bathroom upgrades at Oakview, exte-
rior wall repairs at Red Bank and 
atrium remediation at Green-Fields 
complete the school specific work. 

Building Excellence in the West Deptford Schools 
District athletic improvements include home bleacher replace-
ment, track recoating, resodding, regrading and new irrigation 
systems for all athletic fields on the High School campus, two 
multi-sport synthetic turf fields (one in the stadium, one be-
hind the home bleachers), stadium bathroom upgrades and a 
new press box.  

Because of early planning, the District is in a position to take 
advantage of recently announced State Aid programs. Under 
the Debt Service Aid and ROD Grant programs, the District 
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with which everyone is learning to live. And we are aware that 
it will have an impact on education. The positives in this diffi-
cult economic climate, in addition to the 28.5% aid, are that 
construction costs and interest rates are near historic lows.  
However, acceptance of state aid is contingent upon passing a 
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We urge each and every citizen of West Deptford to familiar-
ize themselves with the Referendum and come out and vote on 
September 30th. This is your chance to decide where your tax 
dollars are going.  Support your local schools, community, and 
the future of our most valuable asset, our children. 

Thank you. 
                                                                     Board of Education 
                                   West Deptford Township Public Schools 
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Wheelabrator Symposium

The Wheelabrator Symposium team at West Deptford
Middle School, led by Mrs. Casey Lattanzio, is a club that
brings environmental awareness to the school and

community. This year’s 10 selected winners were Niccolas Uff,
Jason Minnite, Kyle Rothwein, Maria Poblete, Tyler Cobb, Grace
Arseneau, Deanna Corsetti, Isabella Kellam, Jamie Cesaro and
Hannah Chen.

In an effort to spread awareness to our community, the
Wheelabrator team chose to research and study “The Great Pacific
Garbage Patch” and to focus on the importance of reducing,
reusing, and recycling. Earlier this year, the team toured the local
Wheelabrator facility in West Deptford to learn about the proper
disposal of trash, taught two lessons at Green-Fields Elementary
School on the harmful effects of plastic, and organized a school-
wide contest at WDMS called, “Ban the Bag”. After just one
week, the Middle School as a whole collected over 50,000 bags!

Over Spring Break, the Wheelabrator team traveled to the
Wildwood Crest beach to partake in a statewide “Beach Sweeps”
clean-up day. The goal of the “Beach Sweeps” is to reduce and
eliminate sources of litter. Next, the team traveled to Florida for
the Wheelabrator Symposium. During the symposium, the team
had the opportunity to meet a world famous scuba diver, Fabien
Cousteau. On June 18, the Wheelabrator team Skyped live with
Fabien and his aquanauts, spoke to them about their experiences
and any interesting new findings they may encounter.

James Pribram, a professional surfer and ECO warrior, read
an article about the WDMS Wheelabrator Club. Mr. Pribram
was so inspired about what they have done this year that he
wanted to speak to WDMS. He flew out from Laguna Beach,
CA, and spoke to all middle school students about his passion for
surfing, but more importantly, about keeping our oceans free of
litter.

Wheelabrator is rich with opportunities and offers a life
time of experiences and memories. Thank you to the
Wheelabrator team for an amazing year! Wheelabrator Symposium in Florida.

“Beach Sweep” in Wildwood Crest


